A comparison of Parkinson's disease symptoms and self-reported functioning and well being.
This study was designed to determine if the presence of tremor, rigidity, bradykinesia and postural instability and gait abnormalities differentially influence Parkinson's disease patients' ratings of quality of life as measured by the Parkinson's Disease Questionnaire (PDQ-39). A regression analysis indicated that the presence of postural instability and gait abnormalities and bradykinesia were strongly predictive of PDQ-39 quality of life scores. The presence of tremor and rigidity had little effect on patients' ratings of quality of life.